
 

    

   Rain Garden                 
     Design and Installation 

Step-by-step instructions for designing  

and building your own rain garden 



    

   Introduction  

 
 

A rain garden is just like other flower gardens with one 
important difference ï it collects and treats stormwater 
so it will reduce polluted runoff. Stormwater can contain 
pollutants common in yards: fertilizers, pet waste,     
pesticides and household chemicals. This runoff often 
ends up in storm drains that carry it to local waterways. 
Rain gardens use permeable soils and hearty native 
plants that capture and filter stormwater so that it does 
pollute water resources.  
 
Most residential rain gardens can be created as a  
weekend project. Plants that are native to Virginia     
require little maintenance and provide year-round color 
and habitat for desirable wildlife such as songbirds and  
butterflies. Rain gardens not only have environmental 
benefits but also add beauty and value to a home! This 
how-to guide presents simple step-by-step instructions 
for designing and building a rain garden.  

 

Wildflowers attract many kinds of desirable  
wildlife such as the painted lady butterfly. 
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On the cover: Cutleaf coneflower (Rudbeckia laciniata) is an excellent choice for most rain gardens.  


